60                     MARLBOROUGH

Vanbrugh was to build Blenheim Palace at the
nation's expense.   He was also made a Prince
of the   Holy   Roman   Empire,   although   the
economical Emperor was careful to give him
only fifteen square miles of territory at Mindel-
heim to support the honour, and this territory,
being filched  from the  conquered  Elector  of
Bavaria, was certain to become the matter of dis-
pute when peace negotiations were opened.    It
was typical of Marlborough that, just  as he
refused  to  accept his  dukedom  until he was
given an income to support it, he would not take
his tide of prince until he was given a principality.
After the battle of Blenheim the Danubian city
of Ulm was recaptured and the Margrave of
Baden, a little disconsolate at being left out at
Blenheim, returned to the Rhine to besiege and
take Landau for the second time, a feat which he
achieved with the maximum of incompetence.
Marlborough grew weary of covering this drawn-
out siege and carried his own forces back to the
Moselle, where he surprised Treves and arranged
for the capture of Trarbach with a view to an
invasion of France along this valley in the next
campaigning season.   But his own toils even then
were not at an end.  He reluctantly agreed to an
8oo-mile journey to Berlin and back in order to per-
suade the King of Prussia not to divert his troops
from the Central European war to a war which
was in progress in the north.    Thus it was not
until the middle of December that the fifty-four-
year-old  conquering hero,   unutterably  weary,
could reach London to savour the gratitude of his
Queen and country.